


Flooding

Floods are among 

the most frequent 

and costly natural 

disasters, which 

may not surprise 

you. But this might.  

Did you knowé

Floods, on average, 

kill more people 

each year than by 

lightning, tornadoes 

or hurricanes?

Flooding happens 

during heavy rainsé 

when rivers 

overflowé when 

ocean waves come 

onshoreé or when 

dams or levees 

break.

And when a flood 

happens very 

quickly, it's called a 

flash flood.

Many times, you have to act fast

ÅWhen a flood or flash flood warning is issued for your area, head for higher ground and stay 

there.

ÅStay away from floodwaters.

ÅIf you come upon a flowing stream where water is above your ankles, stop, turn around, and 

go another way.  Six inches of swiftly moving water can sweep you off of your feet.

ÅIf you come upon a flooded road while driving, turn around and go another way.

ÅIf you are caught on a flooded road and waters are rising rapidly around you, get out of the 

car quickly and move to higher ground.  Most cars can be swept away by less than two feet of 

moving water.

ÅBe especially cautious at night.  It is harder to recognize flood danger.

In Savannah, parts of Abercorn and Paulsen streets see their share of flood problems. 

But city leaders are working on putting culverts on parts of 63rd, Paulsen and 60th 

streets. The city hopes these plans will improve drainage. All that storm water can 

really damage property.

Something Nick Samons knows all too well. "We were running dishes one day and there 

was just this horrible awful bangé and we went and looked in the opposite side and 

there was nothing but ceiling all over the floor. It was quite the event indeed.", 

according to Nick.

He lives at the corner of 52nd and Paulsen. Just one of the many areas Pete Shonka is 

working to correct. He is an engineer with the city. "In the older parts of the city, the 

storm systems are not designed to the same standards of newly developed areas were 

we have more of that street flooding." Pete adds that the older pipes north of Derenne 

are only about a foot wide. Combine that with the debris rushing in to drainsé and it's 

the perfect recipe for a storm water flood. He says a lot of times when we have 

flooding, they have to go out and unclog catch basins from rain water pipes. A big 

problem is yard waste that, or any waste, that is disposed of improperly.

But the city is slowly replacing and updating the system. The new pipes start at 18 

inches in diameter.

But there are some things you can do to protect your property. 

When you are grading your property, make sure things drain away from your house. 

When you are landscaping, make sure you are planting things in away where it 

continues to drain.ò

AND KNOW YOUR RISK. 

If you live in a special hazard flood area, and you have a mortgage on your home, you 

are required to have flood insurance, I think its a good idea for everyone to have it. 

Because its better to be safe than sorry.

FLOOD WARNINGS

What do they mean?

A flood watch or 

flashflood watch is 

issued when flooding 

"may" happen soon.  

A flood warning is 

issued when a flood 

may be happening or 

will be very soon.  You 

may be asked to leave 

the area.

A flashflood warning is 

when a flashflood is 

happening.  Get to 

high ground right 

away.

Being surrounded by water is what makes our area so beautiful.
It's also the reason our streets are easily flooded from a heavy rain.
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To find out what flood zone you are in contact Chatham 

County Department of Engineering at (912)652-7800

To find out about the flood warning system check with

Chatham Emergency Management Agency (CEMA) at

(912)201-4500

To report someone dumping trash in the canals, storm

drainage system, drainage ditch, or to request needed

maintenance of drainage facilities, please contact  the 

Savannah Department of Public Works at (912)652-6840. 

Who do you CONTACT?



Tornados

Tornadoes are nature's most violent storms.
Nothing that the atmosphere can dish out is more destructive. 

Here's a breakdown of 2011's tornadoes, from January to May-- by the 

numbers.

ÅAt the end of may, NOAA says there have been 519 U-S tornado deaths. 

Making it the deadliest tornado year since 1953.

ÅThis year we've had two of the top six deadliest tornado days in U -S History 

and it happened in just a one -month span.

ÅThe tornado that hit Joplin, Missouri, in May - was the deadliest single U-S 

tornado in 64 years.

WHEN YOU HEAR THOSE SIRENS, HAVE A PLAN READY TO GO.

Do's and Don'ts

ÅSeek shelter immediately.  

ÅGo underground in a basement if you can. 

ÅIf not, go to an interior room on the lowest floor such as a closet 

or bathroom. 

ÅStay away from windows. 

ÅProtect your head from flying debris. 

ÅIf you are in a mobile home, get out! 

ÅEven if your mobile home is tied down, get out.  

ÅGo to a nearby storm shelter or sturdy building.  

ÅIf that isn't possible, lie flat on low ground away from your home 

and protect your head. 

ÅIf you are in a vehicle, do not try to outrun the tornado.  

ÅGet out of the vehicle and seek shelter in a nearby buildingéor 

lie flat on low ground. 

ÅDo Not seek shelter under a bridge or overpass. 

Don't confuse a "watch" with a "warning"

There is a big differenceé

A tornado watch is issued by the Storm Prediction Center.  This is when tornadoes are possible in your area.  It is 

time to remain alert to signs of approaching storms and to make sure that you are prepared for an emergency.

A tornado warning is a bigger deal.  This is an emergency message.  This means that a tornado has been sighted in 

your area, or weather radar indicates one is present.  Now is the time to get to safety.  Put your emergency plan 

into action.

MORE FACTS

ÅTornadoesé they can sweep up anything that moves. They lift buildings from their foundations. 

ÅTornadoes are dangerous to all living things, not only because of the sheer power of their winds, but the missiles 

of debris they create.

ÅTornado winds can reach 300 miles per hour. Flying at those speeds, pieces of straw can penetrate wood.

ÅOn average, tornadoes cause 80 deaths in the United States every year and 1,500 injuries. But as we know, 

averages don't mean much when it comes to these storms.

ÅTornadoes can happen in every state. They can happen any time of the year. And the ability to predict tornadoes 

is limited.

ÅSo you may only have minutes or seconds to react and take shelter.

To Report a tornado sighting
Call the National Weather Service's

Forecast Office hotline at (877)633 -6772 

Joplin Tornado



Wildfires
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Dry and hot conditions
fuel the flames of wildfires

Take a look at this impressive image of 

the fire, from space.  This was taken by

a NASA satellite.

Okeefenokee Wildfire

This yearéthe biggest wildfire started in the Okefenokee 

Swamp.

At one pointé it had grown to more than 200-thousand acres. 

The Honey Prairie fire grew to about half the size of the entire 

refuge. The wildfire was in parts of southern Georgia... but the 

smoke made it as far north as South Carolina.

Another area that dealt with wildfires this year was Long 

county. A wildfire broke out back in March and burned several 

hundred acres. The hot spot was near Ludowici...which is where 

nearly 15-hundred people live. 

Researchers know hot embers fly out ahead of wildfires and 

ignite new fires... often in communities down wind... and even 

after the wildfire has passed. 

In South Carolinaé researchers deliberately set fire to housesé 

to figure out ways to protect property when wildfires break out.

Firefighters are often so busy fighting the wildfire that they 

don't have the resources to put out every house, so one that 

begins to smolder is eventually going to burn all the way to the 

ground.

But exactly what the embers are igniting is behind 

demonstrations at the Insurance Institute's Business and Home 

Safety Research Center in Richburg, South Carolina.

Inside a test chamber, hot embers are blown on a one story 

house. In under a minute, pine needles, as well as dried debris 

in gutters, flare up. Rooftops with wood or asphalt shingles 

were quickly shooting flames, too, and vinyl siding easily melted 

away... all demonstrating an obvious need.

Oftené these embers land on things around properties that 

ignite. There may be no one there to see it, no one to help. 

There may be no one there to put it out and the house burns 

down. 

What this says is you don't have to have overwhelming force in 

order to keep this from happening. What you need to do then is 

to get rid of those ignitable materials.

It's a tall order, especially 

since 38 of the 50 states face 

an ongoing risks of wildfires.

Chris Clackum, NBC News.
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Automobiles, aircraft, roofs and cropsé nothing goes unscathed when 

those hailstones fall.

And they range from pea sized to bowling ball!

Of course we are talking about hailé and nearly every thunderstorm has 

the possibility of bringing it.

They can destructiveé but there are ways to protect your property.

Be informed. Listen to Kris Posman and the team to make sure you get 

your vehicles under shelter. 

Businesses probably want to move their outdoor inventory inside. Try to 

mitigate your loss as much as possible when you know it's coming.

After hail does fall, it's important to inspect your property. Sometimes 

damage can be obvious on cars, but not always. It can also be hard to 

recognize on shingled roofs. It's a good idea to get it checked 

if you suspect damage.

Tim Blanco of Thomas Sheehan Insurance says filing a claim is not always 

worth it in the long run. He says one of the big things they see is just 

because you can file a claim doesn't necessarily mean you should file a 

claim. You see a lot of roofers go down and hit every homeowner on a 

road. Your clam may be only a couple hundred dollars, but in the end your 

rate may go up a couple thousand, so you probably want to check with 

your insurance agent before you file a claim.

Those things can be worried about after a hailstorm. The most important 

thing to remember during one is to make sure you and your family are 

safe.

Remember personal safety always over the safety of property. You know if 

you are ever in a situation where there's a big storm, don't go climbing on 

roofs, you are going to get blown off. Watch out for downed power lines. 

We can always replace property but we can't replace the homeowner.



Hurricanes

For the most part - Savannah has been pretty lucky when it comes to hurricanes. The last major one to 

hit was back in 1893. Think about that - 118 years ago. But, it was a deadly one - it's estimated that up to 

2,000 were killed. Proving we are not invincible to mother nature's biggest storm.

What are Hurricanes?
They are huge storms that form in the Southern Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and in the Gulf of Mexico. 

They can get up to 600 miles across and have strong winds spiraling inward and upward at speeds of 75 to 

even 200 miles per hour. Each hurricane usually lasts for more than a week... And they tend to move 10 -

20 miles per hour over the open ocean. And it's here where the storms gather heat and energy.  The 

warmer the water, the stronger the storm can get. Hurricanes rotate in a counter -clockwise direction 

around an eye.  This is the center of the storm... And it is the calmest part. When hurricanes come onto 

land, the storms can bring heavy rain, strong damaging winds, and large waves.... And it can damage 

almost anything in its path.

What can we expect this year?
It's hard to predict -- but, every year -- totals 

come out.

And some years we match them, some years 

we surpass-- some we don't even scratch the 

surface.

Here's a look at what's in store for 2011.

As expected, the 2010 hurricane season was 

much more active than normal. The season 

ties with 1887 and 1995 as the third most 

active year on record.

19 tropical stormsé 12 hurricanesé and 5 major 

hurricanes formed last year.

While it started off typically quiet, 11 storms developed 

between the middle of August and late September. 

The upper atmosphere steering pattern allowed the storms 

to either re -curve and accelerate away from the US East 

coast or cyclones further south over the Caribbean Sea to 

re-curve little and strike central America.

So the 2010 season was a gentle giant for the United 

States. 

Although the number of storms was much higher than 

normal, only one storm made landfall in the U.S.; Tropical 

Storm Bonnie which passed over south Florida in mid-July.

And the last hurricane to make landfall in the U.S. was Ike 

back in September of 2008.

We continue to foresee well above -average activity for the 

2011 Atlantic hurricane season as well. Predictions from 

NOAA and Colorado State University indicate between 12 to 

18 tropical stormsé 6 to 10 of which could become 

hurricanesé and 3 to 6 of those hurricane becoming major 

hurricanes.

But rememberé it only takes one storm hitting our area to 

cause a disaster, regardless of the overall activity 

predicted in this hurricane forecast.

DIFFERENCES: WARNING VS. WATCH?

A TROPICAL STORM WATCH is an announcement for specific 

coastal areas that tropical storm conditions are possible 

within 36 ð48 hours.

A TROPICAL STORM WARNING is a warning that sustained 

winds within the range of 34 to 63 kt (39 to 73 mph or 63 to 

118 km/hr) associated with a tropical cyclone are expected 

in a specified coastal area within 24 - 36 hours or less.

A HURRICANE WATCH issued for your part of the coast 

indicates the possibility that you could experience hurricane 

conditions within 36 -48 hours. This watch should trigger 

your family's disaster plan, and protective measures should 

be initiated, especially those actions that require extra time 

such as securing a boat, leaving a barrier island, etc.

A HURRICANE WARNING issued for your part of the coast 

indicates that sustained winds of at least 74 mph are 

expected within 24 - 36 hours or less. Once this warning has 

been issued, your family should be in the process of 

completing protective actions and deciding the safest 

location to be during the storm.



Tropical Depression

- Winds 24-38 mph (sustained)

Tropical Storm

- Winds 39-73 mph (sustained)

Category 1 Hurricane

- Winds 74-95 mph (64-82 kt)

No real damage to buildings. Damage to unanchored mobile homes. 

Some damage to poorly constructed signs. Also, some coastal flooding 

and minor pier damage.

- Examples: Irene 1999 and Allison 1995

Category 2 Hurricane

- Winds 96-110 mph (83-95 kt)

Some damage to building roofs, doors and windows. Considerable 

damage to mobile homes. Flooding damages piers and small craft in 

unprotected moorings may break their moorings. Some trees blown 

down.

- Examples: Bonnie 1998, Georges(FL & LA) 1998 and Gloria 1985

Category 3 Hurricane

- Winds 111-130 mph (96-113 kt) Some structural damage to small 

residences and utility buildings. Large trees blown down. Mobile homes 

and poorly built signs destroyed. Flooding near the coast destroys 

smaller structures with larger structures damaged by floating debris. 

Terrain may be flooded well inland.

- Examples: Katrina 2005, Keith 2000, Fran 1996, Opal 1995, Alicia 

1983 and Betsy 1965

Category 4 Hurricane

- Winds 131-155 mph (114-135 kt) More extensive curtainwall failures 

with some complete roof structure failure on small residences. Major 

erosion of beach areas. Terrain may be flooded well inland.

- Examples: Hugo 1989 and Donna 1960

Category 5 Hurricane

- Winds 156 mph and up (135+ kt) Complete roof failure on many 

residences and industrial buildings. Some complete building failures 

with small utility buildings blown over or away. Flooding causes major 

damage to lower floors of all structures near the shoreline. Massive 

evacuation of residential areas may be required.

- Examples: Andrew(FL) 1992, Camille 1969 and Labor Day 193

WHAT MAKES UP A HURRICANE?

The ingredients for a hurricane include a pre -

existing weather disturbance, warm tropical 

oceans, moisture, and relatively light winds aloft. 

If the right conditions persist long enough, they 

can combine to produce the violent winds, 

incredible waves, torrential rains, and floods we 

associate with this phenomenon.

Each year, an average of 10 tropical storms 

develop over the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea 

and Gulf of Mexico. Many of these remain over 

the ocean. Six of these storms become hurricanes 

each year. In an average three -year period, 

roughly five hurricanes strike the United States 

coastline, killing approximately 50 to 100 people 

anywhere from Texas to Maine. Of these, two are 

typically "major" or "intense" hurricanes, with 

winds greater than 110 mph.

WHAT IS STORM SURGE?

Storm surge is a large dome of water often 50 to 

100 miles wide that sweeps across the coastline 

where near a hurricane makes landfall. The surge 

of high water topped by the waves is devastating. 

Along the immediate coast, storm surge is the 

greatest threat to life and property.

Storm surge can be even more destination if it 

hits at the same time as the astronomical tide. 

For example, as a hurricane moves ashore, a 15-

foot surge added to the 2 -foot high tide creates a 

storm tide of 17 feet. This mound of water 

topped by battering waves, moves ashore along 

an area of the coastline as much as 100 miles 

wide. The combination of storm surge, battering 

waves and high winds is deadly and causes great 

property damage.  In some cases, homes can be  

swept completely off their foundations and 

carried inland.

Storm surge is different for all storms.  

Sometimes surge may only effect those living 

within a mile or two of the coast.  While in other 

situations storm surge can push several miles 

inland.  The threat for significant flooding due to 

surge for inland areas is greatest along rivers and 

streams.  In extreme cases, storm surge may push 

farther than 30 miles from the coast along a 

river.



Essentials

Battery -operated radio 

Flashlight 

Extra batteries 

*Do not include candles, which cause more fires after a disaster 

than anything else

Water

3 gallons/person, minimum, in a food -grade, plastic container 

Additional water for sanitation

Food

Minimum three -day supply of non-perishable food that requires 

no refrigeration or preparation and little or no water.

Dry cereal 

Peanut butter 

Canned fruits 

Canned vegetables 

Canned juice 

Ready-to-eat canned meats 

Ready-to-eat soups (not concentrated) 

Quick energy snacks, graham crackers

First Aid Kit

Create one for your home and one for each car.

Scissors 

Thermometer 

Tweezers 

Needle 

Sunscreen 

Cleansing agent/soap 

Latex gloves (2 pairs) 

Tongue blades (2) 

Moistened towelettes 

Assorted sizes of safety pins 

2" sterile gauze pads (4-6) 

4" sterile gauze pads (4-6) 

2" sterile roller bandages (3 rolls) 

3" sterile roller bandages (3 rolls) 

Triangular bandages (3) 

Petroleum jelly or other lubricant 

Sterile adhesive bandages in assorted sizes

Non-Prescription Drugs

Laxative 

Anti-diarrhea medication 

Aspirin or non-aspirin pain reliever 

Antacid (for stomach upset) 

Activated charcoal (use if advised by the Poison Control Center) 

Syrup of ipecac (use to induce vomiting if advised by the Poison 

Control Center)

Sanitation

Disinfectant 

Soap, liquid detergent 

Feminine supplies 

Toilet paper, towelettes, paper towels 

Plastic garbage bags, ties (for personal sanitation uses) 

Household chlorine bleach 

Personal hygiene items 

Plastic bucket with tight lid

Tools and Supplies

Whistle 

Crowbar 

Paper, pencil 

Medicine dropper 

Needles, thread 

Signal flare 

Assorted nails, wood screws 

Plastic storage containers 

Cash or traveler's checks, change 

Tape, duct and plumber's tape or strap iron 

Patch kit and can of seal -in-air for tires 

Shut-off wrench, to turn off household gas and water 

Aluminum foil 

Plastic sheeting 

Compass 

Matches in a waterproof container 

Pliers, screwdriver, hammer 

Heavy cotton or hemp rope 

Non-electric can opener, utility knife 

Mess kits, or paper cups, plates and plastic utensils 

Map of the area (for locating shelters)

Clothing and Bedding

Sunglasses 

Hat and gloves 

Blankets or sleeping bags 

One complete change of clothing and footwear per person 

Rain gear 

Sturdy shoes or work boots 

Thermal underwear

For Baby

Formula 

Bottles 

Powdered milk 

Diapers 

Medication

For Pets

Food 

Leash, harness or carrier 

Records of vaccinations 

Non-tippable food and water containers

Important Family Documents

Important telephone numbers 

Record of bank account numbers 

Family records (birth, marriage, death certificates) 

Inventory of valuable household goods 

Copy of will, insurance policies, contracts, deeds, stocks and bonds 

Record of credit card account numbers and companies 

Copy of passports, social security cards, immunization records

Family Medical Needs

Insulin 

Prescription drugs 

Denture needs 

Extra eye glasses 

Contact lenses and supplies 

Heart and high blood pressure medication

Entertainment

Games and books

Disaster Supply List





Protect Your Home

There are some specific actions you should take to make your home safer. To make 

some of these improvements, you will have to climb in the attic or crawl space with a 

flashlight. You may feel more comfortable with an experienced and licensed inspector, 

architect, engineer or contractor inspecting your home. Whatever choice you make, 

take time to do this well before the storm threatens. To withstand the forces of wind 

associated with severe weather, remember your 

ANCHOR YOUR ROOF

If your roof was built before 1994 and is gabled, brace all gable -end framing with horizontal and vertical beams. 

Also, make sure that there is wood sheathing (planks or plywood) behind the stucco of the triangular gable -end 

walls. Using a caulking gun, apply a 1/4 inch bead of APA AFG-01 certified wood adhesive along an intersection of 

the roof deck and roof support element (rafter or truss chord) on both sides of the beam. This technique can 

increase the wind uplift resistance by up to three times, but should not be used if you are going to re -roof in the 

near future.

BRACE YOUR ENTRY and GARAGE DOORS

Entry doors are easily damaged by high winds. Bolt all doors with foot and head bolts with a minimum one -inch 

bolt throw length.

Garage doors should be able to withstand hurricane wind loads and the impacts of flying debris. If yours does not, 

replace with a hurricane resistant one. Approximately 80 percent of residential hurricane wind damage starts with 

wind entry through garage doors.

COVER YOUR WINDOWS

Protecting your windows is perhaps one of the most important factors in securing your home or office from total 

destruction in a hurricane or severe storm. Make sure all doors and windows are properly caulked and/or weather 

stripped. Replace gravel/rock landscaping material with fire treated, shredded bark to reduce damage. Cover all 

windows and glass doors with securely fastened, impact -resistant shutters or other approved window protection 

systems with proper mounting fixtures or replace them with impact resistant laminated window and door systems, 

if feasible. Hint: You donõt have to use the same system on every window. 

AFTER A HURRICANE

Å Donõt dump debris in storm drains.

Å Make temporary repairs to protect your home from further damage.

Å Cover any holes with plywood and use heavy plastic on broken windows.

Å If you canõt make repairs yourself, check contractorõs references with your insurance agent, Chamber of 

Commerce or Better Business Bureau.

Å If you rebuild, get an estimate first. Discuss payment terms and keep any receipts. You need enough insurance 

to cover current construction costs and you may be required to meet new building standards. Your insurance 

company may be able to provide assistance for these additional costs. 

Å If you canõt live in your home after a hurricane, you may be entitled to additional assistance for hotel bills, 

meals and other living expenses. This coverage is NOT available if damage is caused by flooding or storm surge.

ABCõs:

Anchor your roof

Brace entry and garage doors

Cover your windows



During the Storm

Å Stay indoors, away from windows, skylights and glass doors, until the storm has officially passed. Be careful; it might appear the storm is 

over, but you may actually be in the eye of the hurricane. It may seem calm, but the weather could deteriorate quickly. The c alm may only 

last 10-20 minutes.

Å Watch Storm Team 3 for weather coverage and updates. If you lose power, listen to our radio partners on a battery-operated rad io. 

Å Do not use candles or kerosene lamps.

Å Find a safe-room in your home, usually an interior, windowless reinforced room such as a closet or bathroom on the lower floor . 

Å Stay in your safe-room even if you hear breaking glass. Do not expose yourself to the hurricaneõs winds.

Å If your house starts to break apart, cover yourself with a mattress and pillows. If your safe-room has a bathtub, get in the t ub under a 

mattress.

Å Use the phone for urgent calls only. Donõt use the phone if you hear thunder.

Å If you are in a very tall building, avoid the top floors as wind speeds are stronger the higher you go. Go to a  safe-room.

Å If flooding threatens your home, turn off electricity at the main breaker.

Å If you lose power, turn off major appliances, such as the air conditioner and water heater to reduce damage from surge whenpower is 

restored.

After the Storm

Be patient. It may take awhile for emergency crews to reach your neighborhood. Restoring utilities could take several weeks. Useextreme 

caution. There may be dangerous situations all around you. 

Å If your house is damaged, do not return until it has been officially inspected.

Å Find the fire extinguisher before turning on the power.

Å Avoid all downed power lines and water puddles.

Å Report downed or sparking power lines, broken gas lines and water mains.

Å Always supervise children. 

Å Avoid piling debris near power poles. This may hinder repairs.

Å Avoid driving because of debris and road blockage.

Å Open windows and doors to ventilate your home.

Å If flooding has occurred, have an inspection before turning on the breaker.

Å Let your out-of-town emergency contact know you are alright.

Å Have valid ID. It may be required to re-enter your neighborhood.

Å Donõt sightsee, especially at night. 

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG

You may be eager to remove large trees or other debris after a hurricane hits. But underground utilities could pose a real da nger. More and 

more utilities are buried underground and some arenõt buried as deep as you may think. The result can be costly, even deadly.Before you dig, 

call 811 if you donõt know where underground utilities are located on your property. 

Food and Water Safety

Å If power goes out, avoid opening refrigerators and freezers to keep items from spoiling and/or thawing. 

Å Food in a refrigerator is safe if power is out for only a few hours.

Å If the temperature inside exceeds 40°F for more than two hours, perishable foods are unsafe to eat. (Get a small thermometer to keep inside 

your refrigerator.)

Å If there are ice crystals on freezer items, the food can safely be refrozen.

Å If youõre unsure whether an item has spoiled, throw it away.

Å Do not drink tap water until  officials have announced it is  safe.

Å Commercially bottled water is 

good indefinitely, regardless of 

expiration date.

Å Water youõve bottled yourself 

will only be good for about a 

week at room temperature (

two  weeks in the refrigerator).

To sterilize water :

1. Boil for at least one  minute, OR

2. Add 12 drops of a 2%  tincture 

of iodine per  gallon, OR

3. Add 8 drops unscented  

household bleach (with  

Hypochlorite as the only 

active ingredient) per  

gallon, OR 

4. Use water purification 

tablets.

Protect Yourself



Preparedness Sheltering

Estimates of Populations Evacuating and Using Public Shelters

The National Hurricane Center provides the general guidance that evacuees should "run from the water and hide from the wind"-- meaning that 

historically the storm surge is the most deadly threat from a hurricane. Evacuation is considered the most preferred protective action for people 

living in storm surge zones and in-place sheltering for others.

The result of the latest studies conducted in 1994 (i.e., Behavioral Analyses of Chatham and other coast counties) indicate that the public is 

concerned about hurricanes. 63% would likely or very likely evacuate if the NWS issued a Watch and 84% would leave if a Warning were issued. 

A large majority of respondents reported that upon reaching their destination they would stay with friends or relatives (39.9%) or go to a motel 

(33.3%). 12% said they would seek a public shelter. 94% of the respondents had personal transportation to use for evacuation.

Based on the results of another study conducted in 1995 (i.e., Hurricane Evacuation Study for Chatham County) the numerical estimates of 

people evacuating the entire County under a County-wide Evacuation (i.e., Mandatory-Full) would be as follows:

The entire population of 231,243 residents would be at risk. Of these, 194,244 residents would evacuate with public shelters housing close to 

30,061 residents.

These figures are generally consistent with the percentages found in the 1994 study. However, they do not include tourists and visitors who would 

be expected to evacuate anyway. For storms requiring only Mandatory-Partial or Voluntary Evacuation these figures would be expected to be 

considerably smaller.

Sheltering and Types of Shelters

There are a variety of different types of shelters which will be utilized once a hurricane threat requires evacuation orders to be issued. These vary 

both in terms of location and in specific purpose. They include:

Local Public Shelters

Critical Workforce/Family Members Shelters

Inland Shelters

Pet Shelters

Special Needs Shelters

While citizens will always be encouraged to provide for their own sheltering needs (i.e., friends, relatives, hotels, motels, etc.) when evacuating 

from the path of a hurricane it would be unreasonable to expect that everyone would be able to satisfy those needs. Shelters must be provided 

which are safe, habitable and capable of sustaining minimum levels of care and life support (e.g., food, water, sleeping accommodations, trained 

mass care personnel, etc.) Some shelters must be able to provide for the needs of people who require a higher level of care or assistance with 

daily living (e.g., special needs facilities). Some people may require an even higher level of definitive care (e.g., a hospital).

Ideally these shelters will be as comfortable and close to home as possible. Unfortunately the severity of some storms will require that shelters be 

utilized at much greater distances and which still may be subject to the negative effects of the storms themselves. In all cases evacuees intending 

to use shelters will be encouraged to provide for themselves or their loved ones as much as possible and to bring clothing, bedding supplies, and 

other needed items for up to three days.

Local/Public Shelters

The Savannah Chapter of the American Red Cross, with assistance from Public Heath, the Department of Family and Children Services and 

others has primary responsibility for providing public sheltering. Shelters will not be opened locally for any category of hurricane prior to landfall. 

Shelters may be opened for fresh water flooding purposes and for recovery operations when the threat of a direct hit passes.

Shelters will be maintained and operated to provide safety and basic life support (including food and minimum level of medical care). They will be 

staffed by the following:

ARC Shelter Manager

ARC Shelter Operations Volunteers

Public Health Nurses

DFACS Registration Staff and Counselors

Tidelands Mental Health Professionals

ARES Amateur Radio Operators

Law Enforcement Officers (from the appropriate jurisdictions)

Shelters will only be opened after a Hurricane Warning and a Mandatory -Partial evacuation order have been issued. They will remain open for 

the

duration of the threat.

Critical Workforce

Those public safety, emergency operations, critical workforce and other essential personnel who will be needed to carry out evacuation 

operations and/or initiate post-storm reentry and recovery operations will be expected to take shelter no later than when the gale force winds 

arrive. There are four designated shelters within and adjacent to Chatham County where many of them will report (and also stage equipment and 

vehicles).

These shelters will not be staffed like the local public shelters. However, two of them will receive feeding assistance from the Salvation Army. The 

other two will have provisions on site. They will be opened for use after a Hurricane Warning has been issued. (However, equipment may begin 

being staged there after a Hurricane Watch has been issued.) They will also be used for all categories of hurricane.

Evacuation



Inland Shelters

Experience has taught planners that the vast majority of evacuees make their decision to leave -- including their destinations -- as a personal 

decision. Most evacuees will travel to stay with family and friends. The rest will travel along the Interstates and major state highways, to large 

communities that offer a variety of services like motels and emergency shelters. Georgia does not experience a "shelter deficit" in regards to 

shelter spaces accessible for the vulnerable coastal areas. The designated Hurricane Evacuation Center communities are:

Primary Shelter Community Alternate Shelter Community

Augusta (Richmond County) Baxley (Appling County)

Douglas (Coffee County) Claxton (Evans County)

Dublin (Laurens County) Metter (Candler County)

Macon (Bibb County) Sylvania (Screven County)

Statesboro (Bulloch County) Vidalia (Toombs County)

Tifton (Tift County) 

Waycross (Ware County) 

Inland counties will open shelters at the appropriate time based on coordination with the coastal counties and the Red Cross Hurricane Watch 

Team. Shelters could be opened at the onset of either a voluntary or mandatory evacuation is issued. Local and state authorities responsible for 

activating shelters will make decisions on an event-by-event basis.

Georgia State agencies in the SOC will coordinate with coastal and inland communities as well as the Hurricane Watch Team for information to 

the general public about the locations and directions. Public Affairs officers will disseminate information by a variety of means including press 

releases, local and state visitor/welcome centers and variable message signs. They will not release specific site information until shelters are 

ready to open.

To consolidate resources, only some Shelters will be activated. Hurricane Evacuation Centers would provide information and referrals about 

motels, restaurants and other services in the community. In the event a shelter begins to reach capacity, the shelter manager would communicate 

the situation to local authorities. The EOC would notify the SOC and/or the Hurricane Watch Team so they can plan how future evacuees could 

be directed to other shelters in the community or to other host communities. Activation of additional shelters will be considered based on need.

The following services should be available:

First Aid

Lodging

Security

Parking

Food and mass feeding

Information and Registration

Nursery for babies and toddlers

Bathing and toilet accommodations

Radio and telephone communications

Animal Control (pet shelters nearby at some sites)

Language (non-English) translators

Nursing Homes/Care Facilities

Nursing homes, personal care homes, assisted living facilities and related entities which are licensed are also required to have emergency and 

disaster plans appropriate for hurricane conditions. Many patients and residents will be discharged into the care of family or guardians. The 

remainder will be transferred to a safer and similar facility if they are located in a mandatory evacuation area. Due to the additional lead time

requirements for transporting their patients or residents these facilities should be prepared to evacuate prior to an actual Mandatory evacuation 

order.

Other Residence Based Assistance/Treatment Programs

This is a broad category that encompasses mass homeless shelters, specialized homeless shelters, in-residence treatment programs and certain 

non-residence assistance programs, etc. If they are licensed or tax supported they are expected (if not required) to have a hurricane plan in place, 

similar to those already described.

Transportation assistance will also be provided if prior arrangements are made through transferred to do so. (Several of these have the means to 

transport their residents and clients without assistance.) However all residents and clients will need to be assembled at designated pickup point 

locations and ready for transport immediately after a Mandatory evacuation order is issued. (For anyone requiring "horizontal transport" separate 

arrangements will have to be made in advance) .

Category 1-2 storms: A non-medical special needs shelter will be opened at the Tidelands Mental Health Center. It will be staffed by various local 

program personnel who have received transferred Sheltering and Mass Care training. Law enforcement, Public Health transferred F.A.C.S. 

officials, as well as amateur radio operators will provide support. However all food and supplies will be the responsibility of the various programs 

utilizing the shelter. Certain "at risk" residents or clients may not be appropriate for placement in this shelter. Therefore they will be transported to 

a local public shelter. If such placement is also inappropriate then separate sheltering arrangements will have to be made by program staff in 

advance.

Category 3-5 storms: Similar procedures will be followed except that transportation will be to an inland shelter to be determined at the time. In all 

cases it will be necessary to have all evacuees assembled and ready for a single pickup. Multiple pickup schedules will not be possible.

Evacuation



Pets

There will be no local shelters in Chatham County for pets during any category of hurricane. Most if not all veterinary clinics and kennels as well 

as the Humane Society and Chatham County Animal Control will not accept them prior to a storm. Pet owners will have the option of making them 

reasonably protected at home or taking them along when they evacuate. Owners will be strongly discouraged not to remain behind for the sake of 

their pets. A Pet Information hotline will be staffed in the EOC to answer questions and provide care instructions.

Many hotels and motels along the I-16 corridor and within host counties will accept pets with guests during hurricane emergencies. Public shelters 

will not. However, there will be designated pet shelters nearby in each of the host counties where there are public shelters. Owners will be 

informed of these locations upon reporting to the reception centers. They will be expected to sign Waivers and properly register their pet. Exotic 

pets (e.g., reptiles) will not be accepted.

Evacuees who need public transportation to reach host county shelters (i.e., Category 3-5 storms) will be allowed to bring the pets on buses if 

they are in travel carriers. Evacuees using public transportation to local shelters (i.e., Category 1-2 storms) will have to leave the pets behind or 

make other arrangements. In all cases when pets are evacuated the owners will be instructed to bring carriers, identification tags, food, 

immunization records and medicines with them.

Hospitals

The licensed inpatient health care facilities in Chatham County are required to have emergency and disaster plans appropriate for hurricane 

threats. Where specified and agreed upon in their plans or by separate letters of agreement local, State and/or Federal Governments will assist 

them prior to a hurricane. Afterwards assistance will be provided to the degree necessary. Furthermore to the degree that they remain operational 

and viable after a storm they will be expected to provide for the medical and mass casualty needs of the community, as appropriate to their 

routine function.

The degree of "shut down" operations and/or evacuation of facilities for any given storm will depend on the survivability and official policy of each 

institution. However as a general rule, they will cancel elective surgery, discharge those patients for whom patient care would not be 

compromised, transfer those patients who could be safely moved to safer facilities and make special arrangements for those whose condition will 

not allow transfer or evacuation. Furthermore psychiatric or mental health facilities will be expected to transfer their patients and staff to safer 

locations.

Health care facilities remaining operational during hurricane conditions will not be designated as public shelters and will only be expected to 

provide emergency care to the degree possible . They will be provided with law enforcement officers and amateur (Ham) radio operators to assist 

them as necessary. 

PET EMERGENCY PLANNING GUIDE

Pets are treated like a family member in many households across the country. According to a 2010 report, 53% of Chatham County residents 

have pets and nearly all of those residents do plan to take their pets with them if they ever have to evacuate. Still, post-evacuation research 

shows that some people will not evacuate because they don't want to leave to their pets.

Chatham Emergency Management Agency has worked effortlessly to make sure there is an evacuation plan in place for pets. If you rely on 

public transportation during an evacuation, CEMA's evacuation plan will accommodate your pets. You can also find out which motels and hotels 

in your area allow pets -- well in advance of needing them. You can find list of PET FRIENDLY hotels below. The one thing to remember, 

NEVER leave your pet behind if you evacuate. While they may be able to survive, they may never find you when you come back.

Preparedness: 

We also recommend when you prepare to leave with your pet, prepare a pet disaster kit. Here are some items that we recommend you pack: 

Å Extra collars and tags, harnesses and leashes for all pets (including cats). 

Å Make sure identification tags are up to date and securely fastened to your pet's collar. If possible, attach the address and/or phone number of 

your evacuation site. If your pet gets lost, his tag is his ticket home. 

Å Muzzles may be needed to control agitated and aggressive animals -- for dogs, these can be made from gauze rolls or panty hose. A muzzle or 

towel can be used for cats. A towel can be used to restrain your bird if it becomes agitated and aggressive during the confusion. 

Å Your pet's usual pet food to avoid diet changes in stressful situations. A five to seven day supply is recommended.

Å Toys or blankets your pet will find familiar. 

Å A manual can opener, if your pet eats canned food 

Å A supply of stored drinking water. If you are evacuating, you will need only enough water to reach your evacuation destination.

Å Food and water bowls for each pet. 

Å A litter box and extra kitty litter.

Å Paper towels, plastic bags and spray disinfectant for animal waste clean up. 

Å Copies of your pet's medical and vaccination records. Boarding facilities may not accept your pets without proof of health.

Å If your pet is on medication, ask your veterinarian about keeping extra supplies of medication or a copy of the prescription for these medications 

in your kit. Mark your calendar to replace medications before they expire. 

Å Include a recent photo of your pet. A photo of you with your pet is even better.

Å A secure pet crate which should be easily accessible and large enough for your pet to stand up and turn around. Since animals may be 

sheltered in open facilities, make sure there is enough bedding to keep them warm. You should also label the crate with your pet's name, your 

name and where you can be reached. 

ÅInclude your local animal shelter's number in your list of emergency numbers -- they might be able to provide information concerning pets during 

a disaster.

Å A first aid kit should include only materials that you know how to use. Remember that if your pet has a problem and you do not know exactly 

what it is, you should consult a veterinarian. Useful items for a first aid kit for pets include: 

ÅBandaging materials to cover wounds 

ÅAnimal antiseptic ointment 

ÅClippers 

ÅLatex gloves 

ÅTweezers

Protect Your Pets



Your pet's health:

To minimize ill health effects of a disaster, make sure your pet's vaccinations are current. Most vaccinations are repeated yearly. Rabies is 

repeated every year in Georgia. Shelters, boarding kennels and many hotels/motels require that dogs be protected against bordetella (kennel 

cough) as well. 

Special recommendations for birds: 

Å Determine if your birds need a continuous supply of power. Purchase a generator to meet your facilities' needs. Make sure your generator is in 

good running condition by starting it monthly. 

Å Make sure you have a sufficient water supply. Large water containers with chlorinated water (10 drops of chlorine bleach toeach gallon of 

water) can be used to store water that prohibits bacterial growth. Store water away from sunlight. 

Å Aviaries should be equipped with an overhead sprinkler system. This will be very important to minimize smoke inhalation, cool the air and reduce 

the chance of burn injuries. 

Å Aviculturists should have enough carriers on hand to evacuate all birds. Many birds will run into their nest boxes during acrisis. Nest boxes 

should be equipped with quick-release latches and a hinge-type cover over the entrance to enable you to remove the nest box and use it as a pet 

carrier. Flights should be constructed with easy access into and out of them. 

Å Birds often require specialty foods. Make sure you know what these are and where you can get them. Although surplus food can often be 

refrigerated, this may not be possible in a disaster, when the power supply is out. 

Å If vaccinations are appropriate for your bird, be sure they are up-to-date. Consult your veterinarian to learn which vaccinations are appropriate. 

Å Birds should be tested and free of psittacosis and tuberculosis. These are serious diseases and are transmissible to many other animals and 

people. 

Å Do not leave your birds where they can be exposed to fumes from fires or chemicals. Birds are sensitive to smoke and fumes and succumb 

quicker to smoke than most other animals.

Special Recommendations for wildlife:

Wild animals often seek higher ground which, during floods, eventually become submerged (i.e., island) and the animals become stranded. If the 

island is large enough and provides suitable shelter, you can leave food appropriate to the species (i.e., sunflower seeds for squirrels). Animals 

have a flight response and will flee from anyone approaching too closely. If the animal threatens to rush into the water, back away from the island 

or you may frighten the animal into jumping into the water to escape from you.

Wildlife often seek refuge from flood waters on upper levels of a home and may remain inside even after the water recedes. If you meet a rat or 

snake face to face, be careful but don't panic. Open a window or other escape route and the animal will probably leave on its own. Never attempt 

to capture a wild animal unless you have the training, protective clothing, restraint equipment and caging necessary to perform the job. 

Beware of an increased number of snakes and other predators who will try to feed on the carcasses of reptiles, amphibians and small mammals 

who have drowned or crushed in their burrows or under rocks.

Often, during natural disasters, mosquitoes and dead animal carcasses may present disease problems. Outbreaks of anthrax, encephalitis and 

other diseases may occur. Contact your local emergency management office for help! 

If you see an injured or stranded animal in need of assistance, or you need help with evicting an animal from your home, please contact your local 

animal control office or animal shelter! 

Special Recommendations for livestock:

EVACUATE LIVESTOCK WHENEVER POSSIBLE. Arrangements for evacuation, including routes and host sites, should be made in advance. 

Alternate routes should be mapped out in case the planned route is inaccessible.

The evacuation sites should have or be able to readily obtain food, water, veterinary care, handling equipment and facilities. 

Trucks, trailers, and other vehicles suitable for transporting livestock (appropriate for transporting each specific type of animal) should be available 

along with experienced handlers and drivers to transport them. Whenever possible, the animals should be accustomed to these vehicles in 

advance so they're less frightened and easier to move. 

If evacuation is not possible, a decision must be made whether to move large animals to available shelter or turn them outside. This decision 

should be determined based on the type of disaster and the soundness and location of the shelter (structure). All animals should have some form 

of identification that will help facilitate their return. 

Your disaster plan should include a list of emergency phone numbers for local agencies that can assist you if disaster strikes - - including your 

veterinarian, state veterinarian, local animal shelter, animal care and control, county extension service, local agricultural schools and the 

American Red Cross. These numbers should be kept with your disaster kit in a secure, but easily accessible place.

Recovery: 

When the disaster has passed, it is not uncommon to find that once familiar surroundings have been rearranged. Pets that rely on visual and 

olfactory (scent) cues may become disoriented.

Here are some guidelines that may help you through the recovery period:

Å Check your pet for injury and exposure to chemicals. If you have any concerns about the health of your pet or their exposure to hazardous 

materials, contact a veterinarian before you attempt to treat them. 

Å If you have to move to new surroundings, do not remove your pet from its crate until it is calm. Do so only in a closed room. 

Å Be careful in allowing your cat or dog out after a major disaster. Follow the recommendations of the emergency management personnel as to 

whether the environment is safe for you and your pet. 

Å Give your pet small amounts of food and water several times throughout the day. The volumes of food may be increased to normal over three to 

four days. 

Å Let your pet have plenty of uninterrupted sleep. If you still have your pet's favorite toys, encourage them to play. This will allow them to recover 

from the stress and trauma. 

Å Avoid unfamiliar activities with your pet, such as bathing, excessive exercise, or diet supplements. Try to avoid diet changes. 

Å If you and your pet are separated, pay daily visits (a phone call is often not as effective) to local shelters, animal control facilities, veterinary 

offices and kennels until you have found it. Personnel at these facilities routinely scan for microchips and will keep chipped animals longer than 

those without chips. Be aware that collars and tags are sometimes lost. You might also post alerts in newspaper and online.

Å If you find a stray animal, take it to a shelter or other facility set up for lost and found animals. Place an advertisement in the local newspaper 

and online to inform the owner where the pet was taken. Often newspapers run found ads for free. 

Å Share your experiences with friends and family. Talking about your experiences will help you deal with them and offers great stress relief. 

Å Consider seeking professional counseling, as recovery is aided when guided by professionals experienced in dealing with disasters. 

Protect Your Pets



Acworth

Best Western Frontier Inn (770) 974-0116

Econo Lodge...................(770) 974-1922

Red Roof Inn ..................(770) 974-5400

Adairsville

Comfort Inn ....................(770) 773-2886

Adel

Hampton Inn ...................(912) 896-3099

Albany

Best Western Mall Inn....(229) 446-2001

Holiday Inn .....................(866) 270-5112

Howard Johnson Exp......(229) 446-8000

Ramada Inn.....................(229) 446-0010

Super 8............................(229) 888-8388

Wingate Inn ....................(229) 883-9800

Alpharetta

Amerisuites Northpoint Mall (770) 594-8788

La Quinta Inn & Suites...(770) 754-7800

Residence Inn..................(770) 664-0664

Staybridge Suites ............(770) 569-7200

Ashburn

Ramada Limited..............(229) 567-3295

Athens

Best Western Colonial Inn (706) 546-7311

Holiday Inn .....................(706) 549-4433

Holiday Inn Express .......(706) 546-8122

Travelodge ......................(706) 549-5400

Atlanta

Best Western Inn at the Peachtrees

........................................(404) 577-6970

Best Western Granada Suites Downtown

........................................(404) 876-6130

Days Inn Peachtree .........(404) 874-9200

Holiday Inn Airport North (404) 762-8412

La Quinta Inn & Suites Paces Ferry

........................................(770) 801-9002

La Quinta Inn & Suites Medical Center

........................................(770) 350-6177

Red Roof Inn Airport North (404) 209-1800

Red Roof Inn Druid Hills (404) 321-1653

Residence Inn Buckhead (404) 239-0677

Residence Inn Downtown(404) 522-0950

Residence Inn Dunwoody(770) 455-4446

Residence Inn Historic Midtown

........................................(404) 872-8885

Residence Inn Perimeter West

........................................(404) 252-5066

Residence Inn Buckhead Lenox Park

........................................(404) 467-1660

Residence Inn Midtown 17th St

........................................(404) 745-1000

Sheraton Buckhead.........(404) 261-9250

Sheraton Downtown .......(404) 659-6500

Sheraton Gateway-Airport (770) 997-1100

Sheraton Midtown at Colony Square

........................................(404) 892-6000

Sheraton Suites Galleria .(770) 955-3900

Staybridge Suites Perimeter (678) 320-0111

Townplace Suites - Northlake

........................................(770) 938-0408

W Hotel Perimeter Center (770) 396-6800

Westin Peachtree Plaza Downtown

........................................(404) 659-1400

Westin Hotel North at Perimeter

........................................(770) 395-3900

Westin - Airport..............(404) 762-7676

Augusta

Amerisuites Riverwatch Parkway

........................................(706) 733-4656

Comfort Inn ....................(706) 855-6060

Comfort Inn Medical Center (706) 722-2224

Holiday Inn I-20 .............(706) 737-2300

La Quinta ........................(706) 733-2660

Ramada Inn & Conference Center

........................................(706) 722-5541

Red Roof Inn & Suites ...(706) 228-3031

Austell

La Quinta Inn Six Flags..(770) 944-2110

Bremen

Days Inn..........................(770) 537-4646

Byron

Best Western Inn & Suites (478) 956-3056

Econo Lodge...................(478) 956-5600

Calhoun

Days Inn..........................(706) 629-9191

Ramada Limited..............(706) 629-9207

Cartersville

Comfort Inn ....................(770) 387-1800

Days Inn..........................(770) 382-1824

Econo Lodge...................(770) 386-3303

Howard Johnson Express(770) 386-0700

Quality Inn......................(770) 386-0510

Super 8 Motel .................(770) 382-8881

College Park

Amerisuites - Airport......(770) 994-2997

Marriott Hotel - Airport..(404) 305-1878

Columbus

Baymont Inn & Suites ....(706) 323-4344

Howard Johnson Express(706) 322-6641

La Quinta Inn Midtown ..(706) 568-1740

Commerce

Comfort Inn ....................(706) 335-9001

Howard Johnson Inn & Suites (706) 335-5581

Red Roof Inn & Suites ...(706) 335-3640

Conyers

La Quinta Inn & Suites...(770) 918-0092

Ramada Limited..............(770) 760-0777

Cordele

Best Western Colonial Inn.(229) 273-5420

Ramada Inn.....................(229) 273-5000

Covington

Best Western Executive Inn (770) 787-4900

Holiday Inn Express .......(770) 784-9200

Dalton

Days Inn..........................(706) 278-0850

Holiday Inn .....................(706) 278-0500

Howard Johnson Inn.......(706) 226-4545

Dawsonville

Best Western Dawson Village Inn

........................................(706) 216-4410

Comfort Inn ....................(706) 216-1900

Decatur

Days Inn & Suites...........(770) 981-5670

Inn & Suites

........................................(478) 275-2650

Comfort Inn ....................(478) 274-8000
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Duluth

Amerisuites - Gwinnett Mall (770) 623-9699

Amerisuites - Johns Creek (770) 622-5858

La Quinta Inn..................(678) 957-0500

Residence Inn - Gwinnett Pl (770) 921-2202

Forsyth

Best Western Hilltop Inn (478) 994-9260

Candlewood Suites .........(678) 380-0414

Days Inn..........................(478) 994-2900

Hampton Inn ...................(478) 994-9697

Holiday Inn I-75 .............(478) 994-5691

La Quinta ........................(678) 474-9700

Hapeville

Residence Inn - Airport ..(404) 761-0511

Jonesboro

Holiday Inn South I-75...(770) 968-4300

Kennesaw

Best Western Kennesaw Inn (770) 424-7666

Days Inn..........................(770) 419-1576

Lake Park

Days Inn..........................(229) 559-0229

Holiday Inn Express .......(229) 559-5181

Travelodge ......................(229) 559-0110

Lavonia

Best Western Regency Inn & Suites

........................................(706) 356-4000

Lawrenceville

Days Inn..........................(770) 995-7782

Locust Grove

Red Roof Inn ..................(678) 583-0004

Macon

Best Western Inn & Suites (478) 781-5300

Comfort Inn & Suites .....(478) 746-8855

Days Inn..........................(478) 745-8521

Days Inn West ................(478) 784-1000

Hampton Inn I-75 ...........(478) 471-0660

Holiday Inn Conference Center

........................................(478) 788-0120

La Quinta Inn & Suites...(478) 475-0206

Quality Inn......................(478) 781-7000

Red Roof Inn ..................(478) 477-7477

Residence Inn..................(478) 475-4280

Sleep Inn .........................(478) 476-8111

Marietta

Comfort Inn ....................(770) 952-3000

La Quinta Inn..................(770) 951-0026

McDonough

Comfort Inn ....................(770) 954-9110

Days Inn..........................(770) 957-6638

Morrow

Quality Inn Southlake.....(770) 960-1957

Red Roof Inn ..................(770) 968-1483

Sleep Inn .........................(770) 472-9800

Norcross

Amerisuites Peachtree Center

........................................(770) 416-7655

Homestead ......................(770) 449-9966

La Quinta Inn - Jimmy Carter Blvd

........................................(770) 448-8686

La Quinta Inn - Peachtree Industrial

........................................(770) 449-5144

Red Roof Inn - Indian Trail (770) 448-8944

Red Roof Inn - Peachtree(770) 446-2882

Residence Inn - Peachtree Corners

........................................(770) 447-1714

Townplace Suites............(770) 447-8446

Peachtree City

Holiday Inn .....................(770) 487-2330

Sleep Inn .........................(770) 486-0044

Perry

Comfort Inn ....................(478) 987-7710

Quality Inn......................(478) 987-1345

Smyrna

Amerisuites - Atlanta Galleria

........................................(770) 384-0060

Homestead - Cumberland(770) 432-4000

Red Roof Inn - North......(770) 952-6966

Residence Inn - Cumberland.(770) 433-8877

Statesboro

Days Inn..........................(912) 764-5666

Stockbridge

Best Western Inn ............(770) 474-8771

Red Roof Inn ..................(678) 782-4100

Suwanee

Comfort Inn ....................(770) 945-1608

Swainsboro

Days Inn..........................(478) 237-2288

Sylvester

Days Inn..........................(229) 776-9700

Tallapoosa

Comfort Inn ....................(770) 574-5575

Thomaston

Days Inn..........................(706) 648-9260

Thomasville

Days Inn..........................(229) 226-6025

Quality Inn & Suites.......(229) 225-2134

Thomson

Best Western White Columns Inn

........................................(706) 595-8822

Days Inn..........................(706) 595-2262

Tifton

Econo Lodge...................(229) 382-0280

Hampton Inn ...................(229) 382-8800

Holiday Inn I-75 .............(229) 382-6687

Ramada Limited..............(229) 382-8500

Toccoa

Days Inn..........................(706) 886-9461

Tucker

Masters Inn .....................(770) 938-3552

Red Roof Inn ..................(770) 496-1311

Union City

Red Roof Inn ..................(770) 306-7750

Valdosta

Best Western King of the Road

........................................(229) 244-7600

Comfort Inn Conference Center

........................................(229) 242-1212

Days Inn Valdosta Road.(229) 244-4460

Days Inn..........................(229) 249-8800

Holiday Inn I-75 .............(229) 242-3881

Quality Inn North............(229) 244-8510

Quality Inn South............(229) 244-4520

Super 8 Motel .................(229) 249-8000

Vidalia

Days Inn..........................(912) 537-9251

Holiday Inn Express .......(912) 537-9000

Warner Robins

Best Western Peach Inn..(478) 953-3800

Comfort Inn & Suites Warner Robins

AFB.................................(478) 922-7555

Pet Friendly Motels



Straight Line Winds

Some winds are so powerful they are often mistaken for a tornado.

They are called straight line winds. While similar in destructive forceé they are different in many ways. 

Straight line winds bring down trees and power linesé and can tear a roof right off of a house. 

Wind damage can be just as devastating as that caused by a tornado.

Unlike tornadoesé which rotateé straight line winds get their name because they flow in the same direction. 

Those strong winds can be caused several ways. The winds just a mile or two above the ground can move at 

speeds in excess of 80 to 100 mph. As rain falls through those fast moving winds, the downward motion of the 

rain can actually bring those stronger winds to the ground. 

The heavy rain itself can also produce strong winds. As rain falls, the air around it gets pulled down towards 

the ground as well. Some of the rain also evaporates as it falls, which cools the surrounding air. That makes 

the air fall even faster since colder air is heavier than warmer air. When that downward moving air slams 

into the ground, it spreads out in all directions.

The best way to stay safe when strong winds threaten is to put away and properly store any loose objects in 

your yard before the storm hits. Make sure you stay away from windows to decrease your chances of being 

struck by any flying debris.
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Tree Safety

It's a sight we see often when a storm rolls through the Coastal Empire and Low Country.

A treeé crashing down on someone's home.

Downed trees can land on houses, power lines, and even carsé so what can you do to keep 

yourself and your property safe? Take action ahead of the storm and get familiar with the trees

in your yard.

A lot of times when trees get old or approach the end of their lifespan they tend to have a lot 

of problems. In some cases decay problems and rot problemsé and a lot of times people 

aren't aware of that. 

How close the tree isé and the direction that its leaningé all come into play on 

how big a risk it is.

If you have trees surrounding your home, make sure they are trimmed back several feet from your 

roof, and make sure your trees are in good shape. Keep an eye out for anything abnormal.

They are small things, but sometimes the small things mean a lot. In some cases you'll see small 

mushrooms on the trunk. They'll indicate small signs of decay. What it really comes down to is 

how much the outside circumference is damaged and how many defects it has.

If you live in a heavily wooded area, like many of us do, you need to be aware of the trees 

surrounding your property and be on the lookout for any low -hanging branches. If you see any 

branches of concern to call a tree company immediately, because even a small storm could 

cause severe damage, and it's better to be safe than sorry.

A consultation will take 10, 20, 30 minutes at the mosté and they'll walk around and an arborist 

will be able to point out and of the small problemsé and all of the big problems as well.
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